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beyond the disclosure in the international application as filed, as indicated in item 4 of Box No. I and the 
Supplemental Box. 
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Basis of the report 
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Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 
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Certain defects in the international qjplication 
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Box No. I Basis of the report 



I. With reg^ to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless 
otherwise Indicated under this item. 



□ 



This report is based on translations &om the original language into the following language 
which is language of a translation furnished for the purpose of: 

I I international search (under Rules 1 23 and 23. 1 (b)) 

I I publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

I I international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 



2. With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been 
furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report) : 

^ The international application as originally filed/furnished 
I I the description : 

pages , as originally filed/furnished 

pages* ^ 

1* 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



□ 



the claims: 

pages 

pages* 

pages* 

pages* 



, as originally filed/fiimished 



, as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



□ 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages* 

pages* 



, as originally filed/furnished 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



I I a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - sec Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 

3. CZl ^® amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 



I I the drawings, sheets/figs 

I I the sequence listing (ipecjjj'^: 

I I any table(s) related to sequence listing (specif): 



4. This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been 
made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box 

(Rule 70.2(c)). 

the description, pages 

the claims, Nos. 



□ 
□ 

I I the drawings, sheets/figs 

I I the sequence listing (specify): 

I I any tabie(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



* If item 4 applies^ some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded. " 
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I International application No. 

PCT/JP03/02820 



I Box No. IV Lack of unity of invention 
1 . EH In response to the invitation to restrict or pay additional fees the applicant has: 

□ 

restricted the claims, 
paid additional fees. 

□ 

paid additional fees under protest 
neither restricted nor paid additional fees. 

1 2. IS !!]J.'!^!ll*?"2f *""r of "nity of invention is not compUed with and chose, according to Rule 68 1 

I not to invite the applicant to restrict or pay additional fees. wwiuuig wiuiicoo.i, 

3. This Authority considers that the requirement of unity of invention in accordance vnih Rules 13.1. 13.2 and 13 3 is 
complied widi. 

not complied widi for tfie following reasons: 
The subject matters of claims 1-3 relate to a folding mechanism of a folding bicycle. 
The subject matter of claim 4 relates to a steering stabiUty mechanism of a bicycle. 



I 4. t^nsequently. this reporthas been established in respect ofthefoUowingpartsofthein^^ 
IS all parts. 

the parts relating to claims Nos. 
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International application No. 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with r^ard to novelty, inventive 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



step or industrial applicability; 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 



Industrial applicability (lA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-3 



1-4 



YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Document 1: JP, 5-1 12277, A (Takeo Suehiro, and Hajime Inoue), 7 May, 1993 (07 05 93) 
Document 2: JP, 3-57789, A (Kimihiro Tsuchie), 13 March, 1991 (13.03.91) 

The subject matters of claims 1-3 are neither disclosed in any of the documents cited in the ISR nor 
obvious to a person skilled in the art 

The subject matter of claim 4 does not appear to involve an inventive step in view of document 1 
(paragraph [0006], Figs. 1 and 2) cited in the ISR and newly cited document 2 (Fig. 1). A person skilled in the 
art could have easily employed the structure of the lower shaft portion inclining rearward described m 
document 2 mstead of the structure of the lower shaft portion of the universal coupling described in document 

Meanwhile, with regard to claim 4, the working effect concerning the steering stabiUty of a bicycle 
TO f ^™ the written reply dated 27 December, 2004 is considered to be merely obvious [for example, see 
JP, 58-67582, A (TamotsuTamaki), 22 April, 1983(22.04.83)]. 



Fonn PCT/ IPEA/409 (Box No. V) (Januaiy 2004) 



